Spelling is simply the putting together of a number of letters of the alphabet in order to form words. In a perfect alphabet, every letter would be a phonetic symbol representing one sound and one only, and each sound would have its appropriate symbol. But it is not the case in English. English spelling is defective. It is a poor reflection of English pronunciation as we have not enough symbols to represent all the sounds of English. The problems of these inconsistencies to foreign and second language learners can not be overemphasized. This study will look at the historical reasons for this problem; areas of these inconsistencies and make some suggestions to ease the problem of spelling and pronunciation for second and foreign language learners.
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Abstract:
Spelling is simply the putting together of a number of letters of the alphabet in order to form words. In a perfect alphabet, every letter would be a phonetic symbol representing one sound and one only, and each sound would have its appropriate symbol. But it is not the case in English. English spelling is defective. It is a poor reflection of English pronunciation as we have not enough symbols to represent all the sounds of English. The problems of these inconsistencies to foreign and second language learners can not be overemphasized. This study will look at the historical reasons for this problem; areas of these inconsistencies and make some suggestions to ease the problem of spelling and pronunciation for second and foreign language learners.
Introduction:
With the spread of literacy and the invention of printing came the development of written English with its confusing and inconsistent spellings becoming more and more apparent. Ideally, the spelling system should closely reflect pronunciation and in many languages that indeed is the case. Each sound of English language is represented by more than one written letter or by sequences of letters; and any letter of English represents more than one sound, or it may not represent any sound at all. There is lack of consistencies. Commenting on these inconsistencies, Vallins (1954) states:
Professor Ernest Weekly in The English Language forcefully and uncompromisingly expresses the opinion that the spelling of English "is so far as its relation to the spoken word is concerned quite crazy…" At the early stage of writing, say as early as eighteenth century, people did not concern themselves with rules or accepted practices. The general feeling then was as long as a writer's meaning was understood, spelling did not matter. Ephraim Chambers in his Cyclopedia (1743) wrote:
In the English, the orthography is more vague and unascertained, than in any other language we know of. Every author, and almost every printer, has his particular system. Nay, it is scarce so well with us as that: we not only differ from one another; but there is scarcely any that consists with himself. The same word shall frequently appear with two or three different faces in the same page,not to say line. (Metacalfe and Astle, MCMXCV) Pink and Thomas (1974:5) attributed these inconsistencies to historical reasons which border on the commencement of printing in English in the fifteenth century. They state that the modern English spelling was fixed in the fifteenth century and so it represents the spelling of that century. According to them, Before that time the scribes had observed no uniformity in the matter of spelling but when printing was invented and books began to multiply, it was found necessary to adhere to some definite system. Thus, the early printers produced a system of spelling which has persisted with few changes, ever since. Despite the fact that the spelling system of the fifteenth century persisted, English pronunciation on the other hand has undergone many far-reaching changes since Caxton's time which is one of the obvious reasons why there is no correspondence between the written word and the spoken word.
The next reason for the chaotic English spelling was attributed to the French scribes who as early as in the fifteenth century had introduced symbols from their language to represent English sounds. This explains the use of c for s in city, mice, etc; gu for g in guest, guess, etc; and ou or ow for diphthongal sound in house, cow, etc.
The third reason they gave was the attempt to make the spelling of word retain their etymology. The NormanFrench words "dette and doute", for example, retained their spelling when they were first introduced. They were later written "debt" and "doubt" in order to show their connection with Latin "debitum" and "dubitum". The /b/ has never been pronounced.
Areas of Sound and Spelling Inconsistencies:
The problems in sound and spelling of English can be grouped under the following headings:
• The same letter does not always represent the same sound.
• The same sound is not always represented by the same letter.
• Some letters are not pronounced at all • We pronounce sounds in some places where there is no letter • There are variants of the plural and past tense morpheme:
Spelling In spite of evident inconsistencies between the pronunciation and spelling of many English words, there are some discernible patterns. According to Naveh (In Metcalfe and Astle, MCMXCV) "…bad as English spelling may be, it still retains most of the principles of alphabetic writing. It takes only a year or two of study to learn to spell English…." At least the following are consistent:
For the plural formation, /s/ occurs after a voiceless sound except the hissing sounds- 
Conclusion:
Attempt in this study is not to completely eradicate a foreign accent but the goal of the teacher will be to bring an improvement in their pronunciation especially as regards critical errors responsible for incomprehensibility. Let the students know aspects of their pronunciation and spelling difficulties that result in other people being unable to understand them. Also give them the opportunity to practice aspects of the English sound system which are crucial for their own improvement. With this discernible patterns discussed, good use of both pronouncing and ordinary dictionaries and other forms of vocabulary development, the relationship between English spellings and pronunciation can, after all, not be said to be " quite crazy".
